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On September 14, 2017 Erasmus+ T.E.A.M. went on a fascinating trip to an old factory complex 
Aparaaditehas, or The Widget Factory, in English.  We had the pleasure of seeing the historical 
soviet-like factory complex in the old and new form as well as putting our creative minds together to 
make some picturesque notebooks.  

 

Old is NEW 

Aparaaditehas (The Widget Factory) is an old 
factory started in 1958 and located  at the 
corner of Riia and Kastani streets in Tartu.  In 
the Soviet times it used to be the biggest 
appliance factory of ESSR which offered jobs  

 

 

for approximately 1500 workers.  After the 
destruction of Soviet Union, the factory had 
lost its value and was in a really bad state, but 
has recently regained its popularity.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Complex 

Nowadays the complex offers an array of 
different activities to explore. For example, the 
beautiful shops will definitely catch your eye 
with their unfamiliar atmosphere and 
particular range of products. The Club of 
Different Rooms (Erinevate Tubade Klubi) will 
most definitely provide endless hours of 
entertainment.  If curious about the factory 
work, you can get an insight of how paper is 
manufactured in the Estonian Print & Paper 
museum. After all the fun you’ve had and 
you’re looking for a bite to eat, don’t worry! 
The lovely cafes and restaurants will 
unequivocally fulfill your rumbling tummy.  

Estonian Print and Paper 
Museum 

The riveting museum gave us an amazing 
opportunity to become printmakers for a short 

period of 
time and 
make our 
very own 
personal 
notebooks. 
We felt as 
though it 
was a 

fantastic way of putting 
our creative mind to use. 

It was difficult to make a choice between all 
the various colours, templates and fonts, but 
all in all everybody was very pleased with the 
results. 

Shona’s thoughts 

,,Coming from Scotland, I have never 
seen anything similar to the newly 
renovated factory. The hard work put 
into transforming the complex was 
simply mesmerising.  I especially liked 
the adorable feline friend Gutenberg 
who was lurking around the complex.’’ 
-Shona, 15, from Scotland 

Clueless locals 

,,Even though having had the chance to 
visit Aparaaditehas multiple times I’ve 
never actually ventured into the building 
that profoundly. In particular, I liked the 
Sofa Office, 
where young 
entrepreneurs 
can boost 
their career. 
Definitely 
worth a visit!’’ 
-Lisette, 18, 
from Estonia 

 

 

 

 


