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On the third day of our ERASMUS+ T.E.A.M. youth exchange, we visited a 

former soviet factory - Aparaaditehas. The factory consists of a big square shaped 

building with an inner courtyard. In the year 2013 they started refurbishing it and 

nowadays it works as a cultural centre in Tartu. 

We started our tour with visiting the Club of the Different Rooms. It is a place for 

experimental theatre, that tries to implement new ideas into an old concept. For example 

they are using green screens to create different backgrounds for new and innovative plays. 

To support the cultural project they rent it out for different events. 

 

Next we were shown the contrast between the new, renovated Aparaaditehas and 

the old, demolished factory. We also learned more about the history of the complex and 

what it was used for - a little bit of everything, e.g taximetres, bottlecaps and parts for 

different engines. 

With this little bit of history echoing in our minds we moved across the courtyard to 

the shopping and dining part of the building. We got a glimpse of the conscious consumption 

shop and the restaurant Trikster Tihane. Rumors have it the burgers there are amazing and 

we were convinced with that fact the evening before. 

 Participants listening to a talk about the history of the factory. (Private collection) 



Leaving the most interesting part 

to the end - visiting the Printpress 

museum. While we were there we saw 

how paper was made in Ancient China 

and had the opportunity to try it out 

ourselves. After learning more about 

some history, chemistry and physics of 

the entire process, we were shown how 

to design and make our own notebooks, 

all made of reused paper. The Scots 

found the workshop interesting and liked 

the aspect that they could create a 

personal souvenir that will always 

remind them of Estonia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you describe the interior of The Club of Different Rooms? 

Dru: It was a very chic and the solution was surprising. The idea was to have many 

different living rooms with different styles, each one having their own TV, where the people 

could see information about the seminars or part of the play, depending on what is currently 

going on in the facility. I hope to see a play in that theatre someday. 

What was the overall feel that Aparaaditehas gave you? 

Gemma: It was surprising how much of a difference there was between what the 

factory was like before the renovation and what it is like currently. It was good to see that the 

space isn’t just going to waste and that the town of Tartu will benefit from it. 

Which aspect was the most fascinating for you to take back to Scotland? 

Sarah: Before I went I wasn’t sure how paper was made and it was very interesting 

to learn that you could make it from lots of different materials, not just trees, I will also be 

able to take home the notebook that I made which is a great souvenir.  

 

 One of the participants trying his hand at making paper. 
(Private collection) 


