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Every once in a while, a group of Scottish 

people get lost and find themselves on the 

outskirts of Estonia. Today they happened 

to wander into an old factory. 

 

Photo: by Heidi – Investigating the old factory 

The factory was closed down a while ago, 

however a few entrepreneurial Estonians 

have turned the derelict buildings into an 

important hub of the community. They 

have everything from a hairdresser to a 

retro paper factory and on top of this they 

have managed to find enough space to 

accommodate Tartu’s newest and most 

brilliant entrepreneurs and designers. The 

complex is called Aparaaditehas and the 

people who created it always thought 

about the community and they wanted to 

create a space that could be used by 

entrepreneurs and artists alike. 

 

Photo: by Heidi – Cat Guttenberg making sure everything 
is on place. 

To add community spirt they have a cat and 

designer puddles. Through the building 

they incorporated art that was found in the 

factory. We thought that the place was 

very chill and a great example of how old 

unused buildings can be given a new lease 

of life by people eith passion. 

 

Photo: by Heidi – The courtyard of the factory 

The biggest surprise for the Scots was the 

museum of printing.  

 

Photo: by Heidi – Everyone were excited to use this old 
press machine 



Beside showing us the indicate process of 

paper making, someone even had a chance 

to make paper from nettles.  

 

Photo: by Heidi – Dry and pressed nettle-paper ready to 
become a notebook. 

Shortly after, everyone got the opportunity 

to make their own notebook; they made 

their own design using a wide range 

templates and special colours. 

 

Photo: by Heidi – Loads of magical templets 

The space was filled with many machines 

that are used in the printing process, many 

of which were donated to the museum by 

Estonians.   

Our Scots were amazed by the variety of 

what could be found in the factory. 

 

Photo: by Heidi – Comfortable theatre and seminar room 

 We came across an interesting space that 

was made up of different styles of living 

rooms each with their own TV screen, the 

space is used for seminars and 

experimental theatre, this chic space 

contrasted with another place which 

showed u show the factory used to be like 

before it was renovated.  

 

Photo: Tired but happy participants browsing Estonian 
designs shops. 


